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TEXT OF THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

This application relates to a developing device of the image forming apparatus of the electric 
photography. According to the description, the object of this application is "to reduce the 
size of the image forming apparatus and simplify the mounting and removing operation of the 
process cartridge and the toner container." After examination, the opinions are provided as 
follows: 

I 

1. The technical solutions of Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 25, 26 do not possess the novelty required ^ 
under Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. The reference Dl (EP 077956 1 ) ^ ^ »y 
discloses an image forming apparatus of the electric photography with the following technical 
features: "the image forming apparatus of the electric photography comprises a process 
cartridge and a developer cartridge which are provided separately, the process cartridge 
contains the photoconductive drum, the developing roller and the toner agitating roller; the 
developer cartridge is above the process cartridge, and the toner comes into the toner storing 

portion by using its weight through the pipe" (refer to column 4, line 19 to column 16, line 55 
of the description). The technical solutions of Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 25 and 26 differ from the 
reference Dlonly in the word expression. The technical solutions are substantively the same; 
they belong to the same technical field and can achieve the same technical effect. Therefore, 
the technical solution of Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 25 and 26 do not possess the novelty. 

2. Claims 1-26 are not supported by the description and thus do not comply with Article 26, 
paragraph 4 of the Patent Law of China. Claims 1-26 disclose the general concepts - "the 
image forming apparatus", "the developer carrier", "the image carrier", "the toner container" 
and "the transferring unit", which cover a broad protection scope. However, the 
embodiments of the description only disclose "the electric image forming apparatus", "the 
developing roller", "the photoconductive drum", "the toner bottle" and "the transfer belt". 
According to the description, those skilled in the art are hard to predict that other methods 
generalized by these general concepts besides these in the embodiments can also solve the 
technical problem. Therefore, the claims are not supported by the description. The 
applicant shall limit these general concepts into "the electric image forming apparatus", "the 
developing roller", "the photoconductive drum", "the toner bottle" and "the transfer belt". 



l 



3. Claims 7, 11 and 15 are not supported by the description and thus do not comply with 
Article 26, paragraph 4 of the Patent Law of China. The expressions of Claims 7, 1 1 and 1 5 
is functional expressions and covers a broad protection scope. According to the application, 
those skilled in the art are hard to predict that other methods generalized by this functional 
feature besides the method in the embodiment can solve the technical problem. Therefore, 
Claims 7, 1 1 and 1 5 are not supported by the description. 

4. Claim 4 is not supported by the description and thus does not comply with Article 26, 
paragraph 4 of the Patent Law of China. The general concept - "the support member" of 
this claim covers a broad protection scope. According to the description, those skilled in the 
art are hard to predict other methods generalized by this concept besides that in the 
embodiment of this application can solve the technical problem. Therefore, this claim is not 
supported by the description. 

5. Claims 1 and 19 which Claim 20 refers to.do not contain the feature of "said pipe" that 
Claim 20 further defined, and thus Claim 20 does not comply with the provision of Rule 21, 
paragraph 3 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law of China. 

6. The expression in Claim 1 that "said developing device feeding said toner from said toner 
storing portion to said developer carrier or said developer deposited on said developer carrier- 
is vague. (A wording problem in Claim 12 is pointed out, and is omitted here.) This causes 
the protection scopes of the claims not clear and thus they do not comply with the provision 
of Rule 20, paragraph 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law of China (refer to 
Chapter 2, Section 3.2.2 in Part II of the Guidelines for Patent Examination). The applicant 
shall delete the above wording or use other expressions. If the applicant turns to use other 
expressions, the expressions shall have been disclosed in the original application documents. 

7. The technical features of the claims are not followed by the reference signs, which are not 
clear for reading and understanding the content and thus do not comply with the provision of 
Rule 20, paragraph 4 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law of China. The 
applicant shall make amendment to it and shall add the reference signs after the technical 
features in the claims and put the reference signs into the parentheses. 
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1. (This paragraph concerns a wording problem in the description, and is omitted.) 



This application can be granted the right of patent, if the applicant makes amendment to the 
claims, incorporates the contents of Claim s 12 and 18 into Claim 1 to make it apparently 
different from the reference Dl. uses the specific st ructure in the embodiments to define each 
part of the "electric image forming apparatus" (not u se the general concepts and functional 
ex pression to define themV overcomes other problems and deletes Claims 25 and 26 
according to the office action and with re f erence to the reference Dl. Any amendment to be 
made shall not go bevond the scone of the original description and claim s so as to comply 
with the provision of Article 33 of the Patent L aw of China. 

(This paragraph concerns the format of the amendments, and is omitted.) 



3 



wow** 100101 

:|_SnWMH j5«* 8 *f&&M A0601 
49|*,_*RI 


£*b»j 


*ii#:031649963 III1I1III11P 




_____ _ _ ■ ^ 

^«^at««c«^_.»w»*t3_twia«^_ 



S£-&*i?_^Jfci_2n : t5 

2. E_*WAK#BA«_:: 

JP *?mmtii$i%B 2002 ^ 09 £ 24 u%vt&&u. 

JP f«^WfilB 2003 ^08^ 12 B^ffiSfc&B, 

^*iJM&*1*H ^ BiSrftefc&B, 

*fd»W*«B # M B3rftote&B, 

^j^tfJ^iSB M B:*rtfc5_&B. 

□#WAffi**^K**Hs_«ft^w 30 & 

3. C_S&'$'__» ^ iSA^ 1 : 

*E B BUSTffJ ?F^f*JSf 33 

^ £ BS£tt1MI! TOfl£> ^ £ 

5. □^jIftJls*^_5)cafi : #^W1f?51T^-iW. 

l ISP 0779561. 1997. 06. L8 

6. f_»ftj_tJIL. 

21301 Hlillllllllllllllllll __iis= 100088 ibm^is_s?n«FS±tis«s m#.ta&r&miimm$:mak'& 
2002.8 llllllllllllllllllllll (_. fl.»»«a^A»«ai^««a»**> , 




t£it-<t 031649963 



rawwi«Hffli«i 33 
□ 

Ettgfilg *!, 2, 3, 4, 25, gg FJMUPMiai 22 £rjg 2 Mjg KftrSHSi. 

D&rhs*; xA& j $m&n 22 &jg 3 g^s^w^jjSit. 

□fcJBHEfc 22 *JM 

"BttKRIg* L - 26 *&&§W&M 26 4 

OR**** 33 ^WM^. 

I7te%lg* l - 26 ^ #^»Jfe^%gBJg'JM 20 &rft$g. 
ETteftlgs ft 20 ^ ^%l&3afijffll)jg 21. 

ntg»jg:& ^ fr#fja»aitgBWg 22 ^rMMjg. 
□ 

Q __ 

(2) $ 33 ^gtsbm-AWft. stea;&#-&-«if mw*r 

9.*a»*jES:«M^*#___3_35.*W*TasW#i 



3rS£* 56^M(5602) 
2006 5 ft 18 B 



21301 
2002.8 



Is) 




100088 dbScHr*ieB»n«Hi±«l*e# tBfcWW^tta**)***** 



031649963 

!. &ftjg:fc [ 1,2, 3,4, 25,26 3 ffim&U&m&tt&fiM 

^mm^-t-^m-mL^mm^M\^xwuEP 077956i)#jf7-*k *• 

# 3 * (#J&«X*fcfc:fc#W t &BJ1$4£l9«T- 161*55^ 3 ) . R«Jf* 
[ 1,2, 3,4, 25,26 ] 0fSWW8«^MftM^3TWrt§ffl 

#Jl^ffiH»tt*««. ^IBJ^^fflraWtt***. Hj«A«5I*I 1.2, 3,4, 

25, 26 3 JW»#JPttSL*35r**A#Mltt . 

2. R*J5?* I 1-26 3 ^WMBJ45^^$g, *flF^*l«3S-+ 

A&meg&fcj^. wbw* [ 1-26 3 «t»«ffl»±-fi[«*f 

, . ""fe*&AS" . W 3 o {fc«**T*£#0fiB 

3. WJS^[ 7,11,15 3 StfiattW45*flc*. *«F-£**l«fe* 

-+A&m«#j$i£. t 7,11,15 3 *mwmm. : &m=F&}m®M 



i 



n 3.2.2 uo. (tmfAm^n^^tff*****^****- 

it i6 ] m , xn&^m&£nmMn-\-A4km=i»rmmim, m^m 



mm#$M£tMga m&MMM F 125P18 3 timtAW ^rtoMwm, 

m>^BMm&&MMMS 25.26 3 , m^m^mm'f^nm- 



-ftWi 5602 



